
How to file for an Extension: 

You will need to complete IRS Form 4868 for an Extension of Time To File A US Individual Return. 
This allows you to file your US tax return up to 6 months after the normal deadline date (by October 
instead of April). 

Please be aware that: 

• An extension of time to file your return does not grant you any extension of time to pay your 
taxes.

• You should estimate and pay any owed taxes by your regular deadline to help avoid possible 
penalties.

• You must file your extension request no later than the regular due date of your return 
(typically April 15).

E-file Your Extension Form for Free
Individual tax filers, regardless of income, can use Free File to electronically request an automatic tax-
filing extension. 

Get an extension when you make a payment 
You can also get an extension by paying all or part of your estimated income tax due and indicate that 
the payment is for an extension using Direct Pay, the Electronic Federal Tax Payment System (EFTPS), or 
a credit or debit card. This way you won’t have to file a separate extension form and you will receive a 
confirmation number for your records. 

Paper File your extension by mail 

You can download the paper form at this link: Form 4868, Application for Automatic Extension of Time 
To File U.S. Individual Income Tax Return 

What about your state returns? 

For many states, including Massachusetts, either you automatically receive a state Extension of time 
until October when you file for a U.S. (IRS) extension or you do not need to file an extension if there 
is no balance due.  Please check your specific state’s tax website for corresponding state guidance.

https://www.irs.gov/filing/free-file-do-your-federal-taxes-for-free
https://www.irs.gov/payments/direct-pay
https://www.irs.gov/payments/eftps-the-electronic-federal-tax-payment-system
https://www.irs.gov/payments/pay-taxes-by-credit-or-debit-card
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-4868
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-4868
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